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T h e  P a r i s h  o f  T h r e e  S a i n t s  
St Christopher, Lympsham  St Michael, Brent Knoll  St Mary, East Brent 

BAPTISM 
When do we hold baptisms? 
- on the fourth or fifth Sunday of a month at 

12.15pm or 1.15pm; 
  we normally have one family at each time, 

however, there may be occasions when we 
have another child to baptise and so there 
will be two families together; 

- or at our regular worship on a Sunday 
morning at 10.00am; 

  There will be exceptions due to the church 
calendar 

How do you book a baptism? 
- collect an application form the Church 

Office 
 
 

WEDDING 
How do we book our wedding? 
-   please contact our Parish Administrator in 

the Church Office, who will discuss with 
you availability of dates and times; will talk 
to you about the qualifying connection you 
have with the parish; and will take you and 
your fiancé’s details; 

-   you will then be contacted by our vicar to 
arrange a date to meet. 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
Church Road, East Brent, TA9 4HZ 
E-mail:  churchoffbkebly@aol.com 
Phone:  01278 769082 
Open Tuesday & Wednesday,  
10.00am-1.00pm & 2.00pm-4.00pm 

Priest in Charge Revd. Simon Lewis The Rectory, Ash Trees, East Brent  
   rev.simonlewis@googlemail.com 
Churchwardens Miss Frances James 760 287    Mr Mike Smith 760 691 

Services for November 2013 
Date Service Time Church 
  3rd November 
All Saints’ Day 
4 before Advent 

Holy Communion - BCP
All-sorts-Worship 
Lights of Love: All Souls

  8.00am 
10.00am 
  3.00pm 

St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 
St. Mary’s East Brent 

10th November 
Remembrance Sunday 

Holy Communion - BCP
Act & Service of 
Remembrance 

  9.00am 
 
10.45am 

St. Mary’s East Brent 
 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

17th November 
2 before Advent 

Holy Communion - BCP
Eucharist 

  8.00am 
10.00am 

St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

24th November 
Christ the King 

Holy Communion - BCP
Eucharist 
Evening Prayer – Said 

  8.00am 
10.00am 
  6.30pm 

St. Mary’s East Brent 
St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

Every Tuesday Holy Communion   2.30pm St. Mary’s East Brent 
Every Wednesday Holy Communion 10.00am St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
Lights of Love: All Souls - Time to reflect on memories as we celebrate the lives of 

loved ones whom have died    
St Michael’s Sidesmen Rota 
  3rd November 10.00am Michael & Margaret Smith 
10th November 10.45am The British Legion 
17th November 10.00am John Harper & Tim Hannah 
24th November   6.30pm Sally Wingate 
CHURCH REGISTER 
Holy Baptism Holy Matrimony 
Maddison Rose Villers,  Nigel James Durrant  
Molly May Villers  and Rebecca Louise Hooper 
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METHODIST CHURCH 
Minister Revd. Andrew Biggs 

I think we can say safely say that Autumn has truly arrived.  The tree in my wee back garden 
looks like someone has stood behind it and shouted “BOO!!”.  And at the time of writing the 
temperature has plummeted, although this doesn’t mean we won’t be experiencing an Indian 
Summer by the time this goes to print.  Here’s hoping. 
We enjoyed a joint service held at Brean Methodist Church last month.  We are very 
fortunate to have such close links to the other village churches in our area and look forward 
to hosting our next joint fellowship on 17th November here at Brent Knoll.  All are welcome.  
We will also be joining St Michael’s on 10th November for Remembrance Sunday. 
Ruth Knott’s granddaughter, Isobelle, will be baptised on 3rd November.  It is always lovely to 
see one of the little ones who has enjoyed Toddlers being Christened in our church. 
Both our bible study sessions and Emmaus Group are well underway.  We are studying the 
Prophets and currently looking at the book of Amos.  Our next session will be held on 25th 
November.  The dates for Emmaus are 7th and 21st November.  Both of these courses are 
open to all and you will be assured of a warm welcome (accompanied by delicious coffee 
and biscuits, of course). 
Many of us have succumbed to the various colds and other viruses which seem to be doing 
the rounds at the moment.  To all of you who are suffering, we hope you keep warm and get 
well soon.  God bless. Rosemary Krull 
Preachers for November at 10.30am 
  3rd November : Rev Andrew Biggs (Holy Communion) 
10th November : Remembrance Sunday joint service at St Michaels 
17th November : Rev Stephen Marr 
24th November : Mr David Lee 

Toddlers 
The toddlers love colouring and painting and their artwork is fantastic.  On Tuesday 
12th November they will be able to colour pictures of Pudsey Bear and we shall be 
making a donation to the Children in Need Appeal.  
Just a reminder that we return after the half-term break on Tuesday 5th November 
and it will not be long before we start our Christmas preparations!                       Jane 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION WOMEN'S SECTION 
Dates for your diary 
AGM in the Jubilee Room, Parish Hall, all members attend if possible.  Please bring 
small, wrapped item for raffle.                                                  2.30pm, 19th November 
Christmas Bingo, Parish Hall                                                   7.30pm,   7th December 
Carols on the Green 

Carols on the Green this year will be on Wednesday 17th December at 7pm 
with Harmony Plus Brass Band  
In aid of Somewhere to Go charity.  Refreshments afterwards in the Parish 
Hall.  All welcome.  More details nearer the time.              Mike and Margaret Smith 

BRENT KNOLL AND MARK TENNIS CLUB 
The next Tennis Club Winter Whist Drive is on the 11th November at Ivy Clad 
Hall at 7pm admission £1.50 with prizes and a raffle.   
Hope to see you all again. David Outfin 
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Call now for a free no 
obligation quote 
 

We will aim to beat  
all written quotes 
 
 
 

Part P Qualified  
 

17th Edition 
 

Inspection & Testing 
 

Fully Insured 
 

Registered 

24 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset 

Kingfisher Windows 
Local Family Business 

Est. 1986 by John Fisher 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For all your Windows, Doors, 
Cladding and Conservatory needs 

   Tel: 01278 760 616 
www.kingfishercheddar.co.uk 

Come and see us at our 
showroom 

Unit 8, Mill Batch Farm 
East Brent, Somerset. TA9 4JN 
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Parish Council Meeting Summary 
4th October, 2013 

Meeting Attendance: 10 Councillors and 8 members of the public. 
Minutes of the September meetings  
The Minutes of the meetings held in September were approved as true and accurate 
reflections of those meetings. 
Declarations 
Cllr Osborn on footpath matters  
Key Matters agreed and resolutions approved 

1. Request Stafford Gates to replace some stiles in the village 
2. To obtain quotes for the fixing of the above 
3. Request for all land owners to maintain hedging and rhynes 
4. Approach to the County over concerns of Gully and Drain maintenance 
5. Light sensors to be costed in the toilet block 
6. Litter Bin replacement for the village green  
7. Acceptance of the £ 6700 Flood mitigation grant from the County 
8. Set Up Flood action plan meeting 21st October Jubilee Room 
9. To continue assessment for the defibrillator project 
10. A village green hire policy further to circulated to members 
11. Agreement for use of green for Scarecrow event  

Planning Decisions  
The Parish Council decided to support attendance at District Planning meetings 
on individual planning applications on a case by case basis but not to form part of 
our regular process. 
Finance Matters: Dealt with and payments agreed in line with published agenda. 
Full copy of the minutes available on the website and also available from the Clerk.  
Forthcoming meetings: November   4th 2013 
 November 18th 2013, Provisional for planning to include 

flood action plan updates. 
Parish Council meetings are held at the Jubilee room. 
Public always welcome to these meetings. 
Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk 
Care of Hedges 
The Parish Council has been asked by several residents to request, through these pages, 
that home owners maintain their hedges on a regular basis.  Some overgrown hedges have 
caused hazards to driving, especially on corners.  Others have overlapped onto the paths 
causing pedestrians to walk in the road.  Regular clipping of hedges would prevent these 
problems.  Thank You.  Brent Knoll Parish Council 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
QUIZ NIGHT 

Red Cow Inn, Brent Knoll 
Saturday 2nd November at 7.30pm 

£5.50 per person to include supper 
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Just a thought! 
What does it mean? 

I understand its 384,400km (238,857 miles) to the moon.  It takes 1.3 seconds to reach 
the moon if you travel at the speed of light – that is 300,000km per second (1.28 seconds 
at 186,282 miles per second).  I understand it would take 100,000 years at that speed of 
light to cross our galaxy and that there are many more galaxies beyond this one.  Okay!  
Now my mind is beginning to lose its way – the figures are getting too big. 
The whole scale of things is just too much and it all seems to work so well that many 
people say there must be a mind behind it all.  The religious person says that God is 
behind it all and throughout the ages women and men have tried to describe what God is 
like.  One such person was a man who lived 1500 years ago.  His name was Augustine.  
One day Augustine was walking along the sand at the edge of the sea and, like the 
sands on Somerset shores, he came across a boy who was filling his bucket from the 
sea and emptying it into a hole he had dug in the sand.  “I’m trying to put all the water 
from the sea into this hole,” he told Augustine.  Augustine suddenly realised that in trying 
to describe God he had set himself a similar sort of task. 
There are so many things all of us find it difficult to describe – the love for another 
person; the wonder at a new born baby; the sun on Autumn leaves; the death of a dear 
friend.  These all tend to point us to something unknown, things that cannot be explained, 
to the mystery that is part of being human.  I for one don’t want to take the mystery or the 
wonder out of life; neither do I want to cease to ask where I have come from or what is 
the meaning of it all. Simon Lewis, Priest-in-Charge 
Poppy Appeal 
The Poppy Appeal has arrived again.  We shall be selling Poppies at Sanders 
Garden World from Monday October 28th – Monday November 4th inclusive 
11am-2pm.  The following have kindly agreed to have a collecting box in the 
village: 
The Post Office, Red Cow, Fox & Goose, Hair by Design, The Garage, Ollie’s Café and 
Woodlands.  The School will have them after half term. 
Please give as generously as you can, the Legions need for funds is as great as ever, 
apart from supporting wounded service personnel and their families as well; the legion 
also have several care homes around the country, which require vast amounts of money 
(mainly from the Poppy Appeal) to keep operating. 
The Royal British Legion is always there to help. Sally Wingate, Poppy Organiser 

A BIG Thank you to all those people who supported our coffee morning at 
Holywell on Friday 27th in aid of Macmillan we raised a staggering £207 
pounds.                                                                                         Sarah Joyce 

Fun in February 
Once again a brief reminder for Fun in February.  We still have to finish the 
hedge laying so hope we have the trained volunteers who did such a great job 
this year.  The date is February 15th 2014.  All help welcome.        Sue Boss 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION Men’s Section 
The next meeting of The Royal British Legion will be held at the Red Cow on 
Tuesday 5th November at 7.30pm. 
This will be the AGM.  All current and new members welcome. Eddie Fuller 
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THE FROCK SHOP 
Dress Agency 

Brent Knoll’s Best Kept Secret  
Quality new
and nearly 

new designer
labels at

discounted
prices

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
10am – 4pm Mon to Sat 
11am - 3pm Sunday 
Situated behind The Acorns Café 

(formerly The Goat House) 
On the A38 at Brent Knoll 

01278 760 800 
www.thefrockshopuk.com

Adam Popham 
Director 
A M P Electrical (SW) Ltd 

 

Domestic/Commercial/Agicultural 
local Electrical contractor 

All aspects of electrical work 
undertaken in a courteous, friendly 

and professional manner 
 

Mark, Somerset,     07738221754 
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Holywell Nursing Home 
 

Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB 
Telephone: 01278 760 601      Fax: 01278 760 912 

Email: holywellnursinghome@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Registered Provider and Matron:  Sarah Joyce  RMN  RGN 
 

At Holywell we believe that all who use our services should feel welcome, safe and in control.  
That their rights to have choice, independence, dignity, privacy and fulfillment are respected. 

 
Holywell is registered and regulated by the Care Quality Commission and has been awarded 

the Quality Rating with Somerset Social Services. 
 

We now have accommodation for 30 residents. 
 

All rooms are ensuite and our recent upgrade includes a second lift, extra bathroom with 
ceiling hoist and a shower/wet room.  The kitchen is now in the centre of the Nursing Home, 

by the dining room. 
 

We can offer long term care, short term or respite care, from one night to however long is 
required, day care or visit for a meal or bath/shower.  Drop in information service, we are here 

to help and support our local community. 
 

We also welcome volunteers especially to help our less able to enjoy their meals, perhaps hand 
massage or give a hand with the activity ladies. 

 
People coming to live here are encouraged to bring with them items to personalize their rooms. 

 
We operate an open house policy, visitors are welcome at any time that the resident is happy to 

see them. 
 

A brochure is available which includes our Philosophy of Care and Statement of Purpose. 
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Holiday Accommodation 
Three bedroom apartment, sleeping five.  Overlooking the harbour.  In 
Porthmadog, Gwynedd, North Wales.  Porthmadog has a rich maritime and 
railway history, being the terminus of both the Welsh Highland Railway 
and the Blaenau Ffestiniog Railway.  An excellent base for touring the 
surrounding area.  The famous Italianate village of Portmeirion, built by the 
architect Sir Clough Williams-Ellis, is just 2 miles away, whilst Criccieth 
and Harlech castles are within easy 
reach.  As are Mt Snowdon, 
Caernarfon and Anglesey. 
The apartment has good views of the 
harbour and the Ffestiniog Railway 
terminus.  The shops are less than a 
five minute walk and the nearest 
beach at Borth-y-Guest a 15 minute 
walk.   Ample local walking in 
breath taking scenery. 
For more details please contact Jenny on 01278 760477 or 07748 781 593
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Companion Dog Show 
Saturday, September 28th, and we had a good day despite a heavy downpour early on.  
Frances’ lawn doesn’t mind the wet, so rings were put up and Christian Aid and Friends 
of St Michael’s benefited at the end of the day by over £170 each. 
We were helped at the show by local businesses who sponsored most of the classes by 
generously providing the money for rosettes 
Brent Knoll Shop (Caroline), Clive Kidner (farmer), Brent Knoll News, Chelsea Farm 
Plant Nursery, Brent Garden Services, Red Cow, Hair By Design, Woodlands Hotel, 
Plumbing By George, Brent Engineering (Rod Southwell), Dotty Daisy's and Aspen 
Enterprises (Tony Gore).  
We are very grateful to all the above businesses for their support. We would also like to 
thank our Obedience judges, Tracey Young and Simone Hornblow; Janet Southwell for 
judging our pedigree classes and Eddie and Elaine Fuller judges of the novelty classes. 
Our thanks also, to the members of Burnham on Sea C T.C, Pightle Paws, St. Michael's 
and our other friends for their help in running the show.  Finally, none of this would have 
been possible without the use of the lovely garden, at Ivy Hall, for which we are grateful 
to Frances James. 
Everything needs a break; we won’t do a show next year, perhaps the year after. 

Pauline Chadwick 

BRENT KNOLL BAZAAR 
FARMERS’ MARKET & PARISH CAFÉ 

SATURDAY 9th November 
at Brent Knoll Parish Hall - 10.00am to 12 noon 

Locally produced fresh beef, pork, chicken, eggs, Cheese, Pickles and preserves. 
Mango Food, Brent Knoll booklet, Vegetable Stall, Westcroft Cider, 

Homemade Cakes and Savouries, Phoenix Cards, Handmade Cards, Silver and 
beaded jewellery, Children’s Games and Toys, Local Crafts, Textiles, etc., CDs, 

DVDs, Books, and Bric-a-Brac;    Plus Raffle 
The Parish Café will be serving Bacon and Sausage Butties & light snacks 

Entrance FREE 
Good Quality, clean items for BRIC-A-BRAC stall will be appreciated, (collection or delivery) or 

to Book a Table (£7 per table) Phone Eddie Fuller (01278 760 308) 
Proceeds to Brent Knoll Parish Hall 

Brent Knoll booklet 
We are pleased to announce that the Brent Knoll booklet 
depicting life in Brent Knoll in 2013 is now available. 
Booklets can be purchased from the Farmers Market at the 
Parish Hall or from Caroline at the Post Office for £6.00.  
The Booklets are well illustrated by local artist Judith 
Champion and make a collector’s item and a superb gift for 
those who know Brent Knoll well.  Proceeds will go towards 
a community project in the Village.                                                            Colin Townsend 
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CHELSEA FARM 
CENTRE LTD 

HARP RD, BRENT KNOLL, 
SOMERSET TA9 4HQ 

TEL: 01278 760 480 
PLUGS - PLANTS - BULBS - 

HANGING BASKETS - TUBS - 
PERENNIALS - SHRUBS 
ALL PLANTS IN THEIR 

SEASON

CITROEN SPECIALISTS -
PARTS, REPAIRS, SERVICING

OPEN 7 DAYS
PARKING FACILITIES
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Holiday Home 
for Happy Cats 

MRS PAT PAULSON, WICKNOLL HOUSE, 
BURTON ROW, BRENT KNOLL, TA9 4BX 

Tel 01278 769078 - Mobile 07860 404062 
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FRONT COVER Photo 
Thank you Tony, for the Front cover picture and to the Guides for the back page 
compilation of the winning Scarecrows.  Also to Kall Kwik who gave up their advert 
space so that we could show the Scarecrows off in full Technicolor!! Ed. 
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At our September meeting we were entertained by Ray Budd who told us of his experiences as 
one of the famous Black and White Minstrels.  It must have been an interesting time meeting 
many stars.  We could all remember watching the television show.  He also sang some of the 
songs that we knew so well. 
Our next meeting will be our annual Christmas Fayre and all your contributions towards the 
fayre will be much appreciated.  This meeting will be held in the Jubilee Room as it was last 
year. 
Next meeting – 20th November – Christmas Fayre 
We are a very friendly group and we welcome new members of all ages.  We meet on the third 
Wednesday of every month, so just come along to a meeting or contact                     Joy Collett - 
01278 760 458. Trish Mace 
WI CRAFT GROUP 
We will meet on Monday November 18th in the Methodist Church School Room.  We are a small 
friendly group who knit, natter and have a cuppa.  We welcome new members.  We are knitting 
blankets and small jumpers and hats for Romania and Hats and Scarves for The Mission to 
Seafarers. 
I will shortly be delivering to both these charities but welcome donations from those unable to 
join us.  For further details ring Margaret on 760 691. Margaret Smith 
Quotes and Tips from the Farmer’s Wife 
November 
November 20th – Edmund the Martyr day, patron saint of Suffolk. 
November’s moon is called Beaver or Snow moon.   
All Saints Day November 1st; the day when all saints are honoured, this is also the 
day farmers start cider making. 

I likes cider and cider likes me, 
I’ll drink cider as long as I can see 

I likes cider and cider likes I, 
And I’ll drink cider until I die! 

If on all saints day, the beech nut is dry, we shall have a hard winter. 
But if the nut be wet, we may expect a wet Winter. 
Mix crushed cheese biscuits with breadcrumbs to coat fish to add colour. 
When driving a long distance, chew sunflower seeds for energy. 
A strong solution of Bicarbonate of Soda is a good fridge cleaner. 
When buying logs, ask the name of the wood, you can then be aware when burning the logs.  
Pine and Withy, send out sparks.  Oak burns slow, sending out a good heat.  Pear and apple 
will scent the room. Farmer’s Wife 
Hinkley Point B 
2 Advanced Gas-cooled reactors.  Electricity output to National grid 880MW.  Total supply – 
approximately 1.4 million homes.  Want to know more?  Read on …. 

How Safe is it?  How does a reactor work?  How is electricity generated? 
What happens to used fuel?  What happens to Nuclear waste? 

How to find out: 
1) A Hinkley point visitor centre has opened at Angel Place Shopping Centre, Bridgwater. 
2) Visits to Hinkley Power Station can be arranged, but must be prebooked and last 2-2½ hrs. 

(transport provided from Bridgwater) 
3) Security Arrangements: You will need to provide personal information 28 days prior to 

planned date. 
4) Dates currently available 10th or 12th December 
5) Group visits?  Then contact 01278 429225 or 428988 to book your place (10th/12th Dec). 

Christine Sandy 
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Hopkins Plumbing 

Heating  Boilers  Kitchens  Bathrooms  Garden Taps  Drains 

If Natural Gas, LPG or water connects to it,
I can install, fix or service it!

 

Landlords Certificates  -  Boiler and Fire Servicing 
Efficient work & friendly approach - No job too Small 

Over 25 years experience  -  Quality & Value 

07740 605507 
Or 01278 760710 

 

159240 

 
PETER EVERETT 

Registered Osteopath

Highbridge  
Medical Centre 
Pepperall Road 

Highbridge 
Somerset 
TA9 3YA 

 
01278 793223 

Practice premises: - 

12 Woodborough Rd,  
Winscombe BS25 1AA 

01934 844764 

Berrow  
Medical Centre 

Berrow Health Campus 
Brent Road 

Burnham-on-Sea 
TA8 2JU 

 
01278 793223 

Can now be seen at the addresses below: -
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Kathryn Talbot 
Office and Secretarial Services 

 

Secretarial Services - Presentations, proof-reading, day-to-day correspondence, 
dissertations, leaflets, brochures/fliers, telephone/audio dictation, mailing lists, 
spreadsheets, invoices, CIS monthly returns, etc. 
Short/Long Term Office Support - Efficient, reliable, professional service 
PA Support - Diary management, event planning, travel arrangements, etc. 

Kennet House, 127 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB 
Tel/Fax: 01278 760393 

Email: kathryn.talbot@btinternet.com 

OFSTED Registered
OUTSTANDING NURSERY EDUCATION

(OFSTED June 08)
Full Day Care 8am-6pm 
Mon-Fri (Term Time) 
Ages 2 Years to 11 Years 
Free places available for 3 and 4 year olds 

Tel: 01278 769126
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1811 Map 

Tithe Map 
1842 

Greenwood 1822 

Brent Knoll House Histories 
Early Maps – 12 
Last month I discussed the northern half of Wick Lane.  This month is the turn of that part from 

the railway bridge to Burton Row.  Interestingly the 1811 map 
has a small kink in the road exactly where the railway bridge 
now crosses it (see arrow on map).  The other notable point is 
that there are no houses shown on any part of this stretch of 
road.  
That had changed by the time of the 1842 Tithe Map, but still 
only three had been built.  One of those, “Nu Dawn”, is shown 
by the arrow on the old road, now become a dead end, due to 
the railway line.  This line was still in its early development, 
opening to Bridgwater in mid-1841 and to Taunton by July 1842 
and not reaching Exeter until 
1844.  Did the house, then 
belonging to Thomas 
Barnstable, get its name from 
this novel feature of the West 
Country?  If so, it acquired it 
some while after it was built, as 

Greenwood shows it on his map in 1822. 
Only two other houses appear on the Tithe Map.  One is marked 
with a circle on the other side of the rhine and appears in a strip 
of land referred to, in most of its length, as “Allotment”.  Samuel 
Cozens owned this part, but Joseph Cozens, who was a 
thatcher, owned the continuation, on which was a house and 
garden.  Allotment here probably means a strip of land allotted 
at the time of the enclosure.  Today this house has become “Moorland Cottage”.  

Notably, both Cozens and Barnstable sub-let part of their 
houses.  Cozens, who had 5 young children, had a 
carpenter and his wife as lodgers and Barnstable, who had 
2 older children, had a curious assortment, comprising a 
40 year-old Agricultural Labourer, named Thomas Allett, 
another of 20 years, named William Bay, Phebe 
Champney, 40 years old and mother of 2 young children 
and Betsy Howell who is only 1 year old and presumably 
must have belonged to someone! 
Below this is the third house, marked by a triangle, and 
referred to as “Puddy’s House and Garden”.  It was owned 
by David Lewis and Thomas Thomas and tenanted by 
James Frost according to the Tithe Apportionment, but no 

house exists there today.  It does appear, however, that 
the house was there in 1822 and that Robert Puddy, with 

his wife, mother and son, lived there, as noted in the 1841 
census.  However, he must have died soon after as only the wife and the mother (who is named 
as head of the household) survive to 1851. 
Presumably there were two sons, as Joseph aged 8 is mentioned in 1841, but is absent in 1851 
and John, aged 23 and a cattle drover, appears in 1851, but is not there in 1841.  If they were 
both drovers that could mean that they were away from home quite a bit.  The tenancy by 
James Frost could be explained by the fact that both wife and mother are referred to as 
Agricultural labourers (Paupers) and Frost presumably provided out relief.  The loss of the 
house may be due to lack of maintenance due to the poverty of the residents. 
 Continued on page 20 
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Brent Knoll House Histories - Continued 
By 1851 an additional 5 houses had been built 
along Wick Lane, although they are not necessarily 
shown in sequence in the census.  Their modern 
names are listed on the map shown here.  All of 
these new houses were inhabited by Agricultural 
Labourers, presumably working at the farms further 
up the road, on the other side of the railway, in 
what is now known by that census as the village of 
Wick.  Only Joseph Cozens, still a Thatcher, and 
the new occupant of Nu Dawn (assuming, that is, 
that the last entry before the village of Wick really 
relates to this property), Benjamin Gamlen, who is 
a Master Carpenter, are not engaged in that 
industry. No properties continue to have lodgers, 
but there are about 23 children living here. 
In 1841 two girls, one aged 15, the other aged 11, are both listed as Agricultural Labourers 
and in 1851 a boy aged 6 years old is likewise listed, though a 10 year old, in a different 
family, is not and, in yet another family, a 9 year old girl and an 8 year old girl are listed as 
Scholars.  Did they attend the school in the Vicarage garden, or were they educated at 
home?  It seems unlikely that their parents could afford any alternative means of education.  
Joseph Cozens son, aged 11, is listed as a Thatcher. 
Last month I stated that I would have a look at the breakdown between the major types of 
land use noted in the Tithe Apportionment.  In my first discussion of Early Maps (October 
2012) I did include the overall breakdown shown in the Tithe Map and repeat that here, 
before looking next month at where they were located.  In the months after that I will look at 
the development of the area to the east of the A38 and the few houses not so far mentioned 
alongside that highway. 
The Tithe Map divided land into four major types and the acreage of each is given. They are:
    Arable     240 acres 
    Meadow or pasture 3097 acres 
    Orchard     100 acres 
    Woodland       12 acres 
This clearly illustrates that the village has for a long time been predominantly a sheep and dairy 
farming area, rather than cereal crops.  Wouldn’t it be nice if we still had 100 acres of orchard!  
Woodland has obviously always been sparse, and that mainly on the hillside. John Page 

Thank You . . .  
. . . to everyone who contributed towards the coffee morning held in Manor Ride in aid of 
Macmillan Cancer Support.  A total of £116.81 was raised.  Many Thanks to all attendees 
and donors and to all the cake-makers, stall-helpers and the "Gazebo Gang". Mary Piper 
Berrow Conservation Group 
‘Garden Birds and Citizen Science’ 
Berrow Conservation Group are delighted to welcome back Roger Lucken, 
who, in February, gave us an insight into the Great Crane Project on the 
Somerset levels.  This time his presentation is entitled ‘Garden Birds and 
Citizen science’.  The British Trust for Ornithology has a scheme to record regular garden 
birds to help monitor the populations of a variety of species.  Roger will explain how the fun 
and effort of recording birds in your own garden, even from your armchair, can make a 
contribution to important science.  All are welcome on Tuesday November 26th at Berrow 
Village Hall 7.30pm.  Visitors £2.50, Members £1.00, refreshments included. Ann Griffiths 
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www.gth.net

Westcountry Specialists
Sales, Lettings & Management of Residential, Agricultural & Commercial Property

Planning & Development, Building & Design, Fine Art

Somerset ■ Dorset ■ Devon ■ London

Residential ■ Lettings ■ Agricultural ■ Commercial ■ Fine Art ■ Land & Planning

Greenslade Taylor Hunt
75-77 High Street, Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset, TA8 1NW

T: 01278 782326, Email: residential.burnham-on-sea@gth.net
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Women’s Society 
We had a very successful AGM and members had some interesting 
suggestions for next year's programme, I shall endeavour to have the 
typewritten programme ready before our next meeting. 
On October 24th we have decided to go to the West Huntspill village hall 
to see their drama group in a thriller.  Please ring Julie for further details and she may be 
able to provide transport. 
We are going to our village hall on Friday November 22nd to see The Brent Knoll players in 
‘Christmas at the Manor’.  This should be a very entertaining evening so we look forward to 
seeing you there. 
New members are always very welcome - please ring Ann or Julie for more information.   
 Ann (760 148) 
Women’s Institute 

At the October meeting, members enjoyed a presentation of beautiful 
photographs taken by Tony Bagwell at Hestercombe Gardens, the Donkey 
Sanctuary and the Walled Garden at Cannington. 
Jean Rich won the Flower of the Month competition with a rose. 

The speaker at the meeting in the Parish Hall at 2.30pm on 13th November will be Mr Paul 
Temple who will talk about the Luhimba Village project in Tanzania. 
Our Social Lunch has been arranged for Friday, 29th November at the Batch Country Hotel.  
Names will be taken at the November meeting. JMG 
“Meet & Eat” 
Meet and Eat will be held in the Nuttall Room on Monday November 25th.  Doors open 
at 12.30pm.  Please book with Liz on 01278 760810 by Friday November 22nd. 
Please note that our Christmas Meet and Eat will be held in Woodlands again this year 
on Monday December 9th.  We were treated royally last year.  We will be taking 
bookings and a deposit for this event on Monday November 29th.  We look forward to 
seeing you. Liz, Rosemary, Weit and Bella 
“200+ Club” – October and November Draws 
October and November winners were drawn at the October Farmers’ Market and they were:- 
 

October No. Prize Name  
First Prize 60 £   20 Mr R. Fairchild Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Second Prize 184 £   20 Mrs T. Hazelton-Cavill Hill Lane Brent Knoll 
Third Prize 135 £   16 Mr & Mrs G.J. Aitken Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Fourth Prize 269 £   12 Mr & Mrs I.D. Breed Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Fifth Prize 282 £   12 Mr K. Westwood Burton Row Brent Knoll 
Sixth Prize 50 £   10 Mrs W. Burkhill Burton Row Brent Knoll 
Seventh Prize 38 £     8 Mrs K.M. Roberts The Willows Brent Knoll 
Eighth Prize 85 £     6 Mrs P. Page Battleborough Lane Brent Knoll 
November No. Prize Name  
First Prize 256 £   20 Mr & Mrs R. Milton Brent Corner Brent Knoll 
Second Prize 299 £   20 Mr & Mrs D.J. Bull Church Lane Brent Knoll 
Third Prize 57 £   16 Mr K.A. Steer Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Fourth Prize 257 £   12 Mr & Mrs E.V. Champion Bridgwater Road Brent Knoll 
Fifth Prize 325 £   12 Mrs M.A. Hall Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Sixth Prize 99 £   10 Ms C.A. Filmer California USA 
Seventh Prize 162 £     8 Mrs M.P. Frost Ham Road Brent Knoll 
Eighth Prize 311 £     6 Mr J. Dennett Burton Row Brent Knoll 
 Bob Filmer, 200+ Club Co-ordinator 
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WHERE IN OUR VILLAGE 
Each month the BKN will have a small picture quiz – no prizes, but I hope you may enjoy 
guessing where the object shown is located within the Parish boundary.  

Last month’s object is the name of a house which 
can be found in Station Road almost opposite the 
entrance to Crooked Lane - it is up for sale at the 

moment.  The owner who named it thus used to really enjoy people 
asking him what it stood for.  “Mind Your Own Damned Business,” he 
would gleefully respond. 
This month’s object may be a little harder.  It may have been a little easier to identify if it 
were in colour, but there are a number of clues in the picture.  Where is it and what is it? 
The answer and another object will be shown next month. JaPe 
 

“The D Day Darlings” 
Saturday 9th November 2013 

7.30PM 
Saint Michael’s Church 

Tickets £8, under 14 £4 
Wine, tea and coffee available 

Tickets from Brent Knoll Post Office 
01278 760225 or 01278 760308 

The programme by “The Darlings” will be a trip down memory lane recreating the music and spirit of 
the wartime era and is held in conjunction with the commemoration of the weekend of Remembrance. 

Proceeds will go to Saint Michael’s Church and Brent Knoll Branch Royal British Legion. 
For further information see www.stmichaelsmusicandarts.co.uk or www.ddaydarlings.com 

Mango Food 
Founded by Fred Balakrishna along with his wife Rebecca and 
step daughter Anna, with 3 generations of the extended family 
involved in the wider business, The Mango Hub.  We have a multi-
cultural heritage together with a passion for good food made 
locally from family recipes.  Our ingredients are carefully sourced 
for quality and we aim to provide healthy food as much as flavour 
allows. 

What do we sell on our market stall? 
We produce authentic world street food which 
is very different to the kind of food you usually 
find in ‘take away‘ and fast food outlets.  
Mango Food create (among other things!) 
Vegetable Currys and Tagines, Bondas, 
Pakoras, and Fresh Dips and Chutneys.  
The Mango Hub can now be found at the Brent 
Knoll Farmers’ Market, so come along and see 
what’s on offer to tickle your taste buds.  



(�(�

���������	
��	�
�����	
��	�����������	�������	��
�������
�

��	��	�	������	��	����	�����	,����	 ��%���				�;���,������	��	.<8<

$�+� ��	��	%�+�����
"��
&�����
�
&��������













'��������
(
)��	��������
*����
+������








































,��
	����	
��
%���
-���
.����
+������




























/�����
.����
&��������
/�����
��
.����
-	��









0"����	��
+�����
�
1���#
$�	����
-���
��������
1����
%�������

















"���
,�������#
-���

#��$�&'()*�)�&�*'�
���$�&))-&�,-�&-*



(�

���������	
��	�
�����	
��	�����������	�������	��
�������
�

Your Local Family Will 
Writing Service 

Est 2003
Home Visiting 
Free initial Advice 
Wills and Trusts 
Lasting Power of 
Attorney

Secure Document Storage 
Pre Paid Funeral Plans 

Fully CRB Checked 
References provided 
Professional Indemnity Cover 

Contact
Owen J Cullwick

01278 794 463 
07927 445 215 

owen@cullwick.co.uk
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Girls Just Wanna Have Fun! 
These evenings go from strength to strength!  It is really good to see so many of you 
coming to join us.  So whatever your age, do come along for an evening and meet 
some fellow Brent Knollians.... 
All evenings start at 7.30pm, and finish around 10.00pm.  If you want to know more 
please contact Caroline in the Village Shop, 760 225 or cheesechen@hotmail.com. 
21st November – Christmas Crafts 
Get inspired with craft ideas for Christmas, and think of what you can bring along as 
your secret Santa gift for our Christmas dinner on 12th December. At Woodlands, £5. 
12th December – a Taste of Christmas 
A taster menu for Christmas at Woodlands. Following on from crafts in November, 
bring along a homemade secret Santa gift. Price to be decided. 
23rd January – games by the log fire 
A cosy evening playing board games by the fire at Woodlands, £5. Caroline 

Nick Bashford Dip Cii, Cert Cii (MP)

Independent Financial Adviser

Now working with Invest Southwest

 Local and totally independent
 Highly qualified & experienced
 The best solutions from the entire market, always
 We advise, not sell if best advice is "do nothing"

this is what we will advise
 One dedicated personal adviser, permanently

The advice we give you now will stand you in good stead for the rest of your life.

 nick@investsouthwest.co.uk    01278 256468     07503911779   www.investsouthwest.co.uk  

The value of investments can fall as well as rise. You may get back less then you invest. Your home may be
repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage. There will be a fee for mortgage advice.
The precise amount will depend on your circumstances but we estimate that it will be £450. 

SUNDAY FUNDAY 
Everyone involved with the RSPCA Brent Knoll Animal Centre would like to say a big 
thank you to everyone who came to the Centre on 23rd September for the Sunday 
Funday.   
Over 600 people enjoyed the Animal Encounters, which included meeting our rescue 
cats, dogs and rabbits as well as the visiting llamas, owls and parrots.  Everybody 
supported the many stalls and games and the children loved the face-painting and 
animal balloons and it was lovely to be able to show much the dogs in our care 
enjoyed taking part in agility displays.  We hope more people know what goes on at 
the Centre now and will support us in future. Rita Hinton 
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Oyez!  Oyez! 
On Friday 22nd and Saturday 23rd November at 
7.30pm in the Parish Hall the Worshipful Company of 
the BAD Actors will be presenting ‘Christmas at the 
Manor’.  Strange characters will appear - even 
stranger than those one normally sees on Brent 
Street.  There will be Roundheads and Cavaliers, ASBO kids, Decorators, Guides, 
tourists, a doctor, a matron, patients, squatters, servants, maids, a butler, a Duke, a 
Duchess, a Town Crier and.....a ghost!  Oh, yes there will!  ‘Downton Abbey’ will have 
nothing on this production!  The Company will be assisted by a pianist and a Director. 
Do come along and be entertained on either of those evenings, or even on both.  You will 
not have experienced acting like it. 
Tickets, priced £8, half price for children are available from the Post Office.  Book early to 
avoid disappointment. BDF 
Brent Knoll Parish Hall Bookings 
I’m already taking bookings for parties in 2014, so don’t be caught out and book early!! 
As we go to press, the Main hall is available on Sundays 17th and 24th November and 
15th, 21st and 22nd of December.  The Jubilee Room is available most weekends. 
Could all regular users remember that the Main Hall and Nuttall room are not available 
for the week of Monday 18th to Saturday 23rd of November. 
During the week, the main hall is available on Monday and Wednesday mornings from 
10.30am to 1.00pm.  The main hall is still available on the first and last Wednesday 
afternoon of the month, if any one wants to set up a monthly group.  Tuesday afternoons 
are also free.  If you just want a couple of hours there are other possible days, just phone 
or email me for further information. 
Look forward to hearing from you. Jenny Butters, 760 477 or jenny.butters@onetel.com 
Tickets, priced £8, half price for children are available from the Post Office.  Book22nd and 23rd November 2013

Best of British Night at The Battleborough Grange Hotel
Join us at the Battleborough Grange for a night

of fantastic food and a relaxing atmosphere
before the Christmas Season begins! Start the
evening off with something sparkly on arrival –

our bar will be open from 6.30pm.

At 7.30pm guests will be seated for a
sumptuous 5 course menu in our Dining Room.

£70 per couple
(including arrival drink)

To book or for more information please call the
hotel on 01278 760 208 or email

info@battleboroughgrangehotel.co.uk

The Menu
Roasted Celeriac and Thyme Soup

Garlic Croutons, Herb Oil

Seafood Terrine
Tempura Langoustine, Pickled Vegetables, Micro

Herb Salad

Sorbet

Breast and Confit Leg of Duck
Roasted Root Vegetables, Pumpkin Puree, Orange

and Cointreau Jus

Warm Caramelised Apple and Frangipane Tart
Toffee Fudge Ice Cream, Poached Fruits and Toffee

Sauce

Tea or Coffee
Handmade Petit Fours
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WANT TO PLAY THE  
PIANO or KEYBOARD? 
Qualified piano and  
keyboard teacher in  
Brent Knoll available  
for friendly, informal lessons 
Beginners and nervous students a speciality 
Learn for fun – no pressure to sit exams!  
For those who do want to work through 
their grades, the A.B.R.S.M. syllabus is 
taught. 

Call Amy on 760 100 / 07740 167703 

 

Colour analysis & Beauty therapy   
Treatments available at The Woodlands     

Country House Hotel for both  
guests and non-guests  .

07530160279
www.confidenceincolour.co.uk 
           

 
           CC In Room Beauty 

@ccinroombeauty
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The Brent Knoll Inn 
Brent Road, East Brent, TA9 4JG 

Phone 01278 760 335 / 07554 001 101 
Email ian@theoldpiertavern.co.uk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kasia, Ian and the Staff, welcome you to the Brent Knoll Inn which is a 
traditional country pub.  With a Friendly atmosphere, home cooked food, 
quality cask ales, traditional ciders, skittle alley available for skittles free 
to hire, meetings or other functions, 2 large gardens, which are 
designated for Dogs and their owners, and a separate garden for families.  
Food served daily and traditional home cooked Sunday Roast Lunches. 
We are now open all day 7 days a week. 
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PARISH HALL COMMITTEE 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY 
  2nd Saturday Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café 
22/23rd Nov. “BAD” Perform 14th June Village Fête 
“Christmas at the Manor” 12th July Music on the Green 
12th April 60’s/70’s Night with  with “The Fallen Apples” 
  the Return of “Top Mix”  
Next meeting - Monday, 11th November, 8.00pm, “Jubilee Room” 

Brent Knoll Local History Society (BKLHS) 
This month’s meeting (October) of the BKLHS will be held on the usual 4th Monday, which is 
the 28th, in the Jubilee Room of the Parish Hall from 7.30pm.  In November it will be on the 
25th, same place, same time. 
In September we had what is often referred to as a quality group, i.e. there were not too 
many of us there.  I have heard from a number of people who had forgotten we were 
restarting and do hope to see them again. 
During the meeting we discussed a painting showing Nut Tree Farm in East Brent, which 
had been acquired by Mrs Rose Chivers of Brent Knoll, who had been the Clerk to the 
Parish Council of East Brent for many years.  The old property has now been rebuilt and has 
become Red House farm.  We then viewed a number of newspaper articles from the 18th 
and 19th centuries referencing various aspects of Brent Knoll (or should I say, South Brent).  
This included the sale of a draper, grocer and general store and the sale of Battleborough 
farm, with all its outlying properties.  Daniel Defoe’s Tour through the Whole Island of Great 
Britain was discussed with its local relevance and we looked at the closure of the Cheddar 
Valley Railway under the Beeching cuts, as the last passenger train ran fifty years ago, in 
September 1963. 
This month we will continue to look at a number of aspects of the history of the parish and 
anyone interested is very welcome to join us and participate in any discussions where they 
have specific knowledge. John Page 

Just for Fun  
Patrick walks into a bar in Dublin,  
Orders three pints of Guinness and sits in the corner of the room,  
Drinking a sip out of each pint in turn.   
When he had finished all three, He went back to the bar and ordered three more.  
The barman says, "You know a pint goes flat soon after I pull it .......... Your pint would taste 
better if you bought one at a time."  
Patrick replies, "Well now, I have two brodders, one is in America; and de odder in Australia; 
and here I am in Dublin.  When we all left home, we promised dat we'd drink dis way to 
remember de days we all drank togedder."  
The barman admits that this is a nice custom and says no more.  
Patrick becomes a regular customer, and always drinks the same way....... Ordering three 
pints and drinking a sip out of each in turn, until they are finished.   
One day, he comes in and orders just two pints.    
All the other regulars in the bar notice!  and fall silent.  
When he goes back to the bar for the second round, the barman says, "I don't want to 
intrude on your grief but I wanted to offer my condolences on your great loss."  
Patrick looks confused for a moment, then the penny drops and he starts to laugh,  
"Oh no," he says, "Bejesus, everyone is fine!   
Tis me,...................... I've Quit Drinking!" The Friendly Pharmacist 
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Lympsham Gardening Club 
Hellebores and Winter Flowers was the topic of the talk given by Tony 
Gray from Sanders at our October meeting.  He told us about 
Cyclamen that like a shady dryish situation.  If you have them growing 
in pots – beware of vine weevils!  It can help to use a non-peaty compost like John Innes 
No. 3. Tony sang the praises of Violas as opposed to Pansies as a personal preference 
as they don’t grow so ‘leggy’, but both like a feed of something like Tomorite in Spring.  
Primroses and Polyanthus were suggestions for moist, cool and shady places.  
Hellebores can provide ground cover and like dappled shade or even the shelter of 
evergreen trees.  Be careful as all parts of these plants are poisonous and even the sap 
can cause irritation to the skin.  They are also useful as cut flowers. 
Dates of future Meetings:-   
Tuesday 12th November Quiz with Stanley & David starting at 7.45pm.  Why not bring 

friends or families with you to make up your own teams? 
Tuesday 10th December Christmas with Paul Gilmour.  Drinks and Nibbles 
   Mariette Denison 

BRENT KNOLL AND MARK TENNIS CLUB 
Winter league matches start at the end of October.  Matches are played on 
Sunday mornings and, this Winter will be against Wedmore, Trull, Clevedon 
and Street. 
Dean continues his Thursday evening and Saturday morning coaching during term time. 
There is also a half term tennis camp on Thursday 31st October, 9am –1pm. 
The camp is for ages 5 –10 and the cost is £12.50. 
For information about the tennis club, contact alhillyer@aol.co.uk or telephone         
01934 815407. AH 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“My wife is on another diet programme” 
“Mine has been on one, and has come up with a new idea; she says broken cookies 

or Chocolate bars contain no calories as the process of breaking causes the 
calories to fall out!” 

“Does it work?” 
“I don’t know, she said it would take at least six months to be sure!” 
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23B Church St, 
Highbridge, 
Somerset, 
TA9 3AG 

01278 795556 
 

Re-Upholstery 
Modern or Antique Furniture 
Repairs 
Spring Replacement 
Foam . . Cut to Size, largest stock in the area 
All work Guaranteed 
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Let’s  Celebrate 
Cakes by Alison 

 
Wedding and Celebration Cakes 

 Cupcakes and Sugarcraft workshops 
AAlison 07825 233665 

www.lets-celebrate.uk.com          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
   Reliable Professional Driver 
          No distance too far! 

         
  Call: 760592 or 07950 304196 

for a quote 
  
Licensed for Private Hire by Sedgemoor DC 

SW AIRPORT CARS  
PERSONAL CHAUFFEUR SERVICE 

EXECUTIVE TRAVEL AT TAXI PRICES! 
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Your October Sudokus 
 Easy Sudoku Hard Sudoku (Win a £5 Prize!) 
 

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A   3    2   
 

B  8 7    4      
C    9      
 

D 2        6
 

E   5  7 3    
 

F  7  1  5  8  
 

G   4    1   
 

H     8   9  
 
J 3    4  7   

Only 9 persons solved last month’s Hard Sudoku. One said “trickier”, another said “Pooh, 
one hour!”  They were Ivor Ainsworth, Pauline Chadwick, Arndt Hartmann, Mac Hares, 
Liz Ibrahim, Chris Marsh, Frankie New, John Spiers, and Caroline Sturgess. Pauline 
Chadwick won the ballot (again).  So here’s a clue!  Look for a digit that occurs most.  
Find a cell where only that digit goes.  Send this month’s solution to 48, Brent Street or 
david@flockman.com.  If several winners, there will be another ballot. David Filmer 
Last month’s Sudoku Solutions (by popular request from several competitors) are below:- 
 Easy Sudoku Hard Sudoku 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just for Fun – From the Classroom 
Teacher - “John, why are you doing your maths multiplication on the floor?” 
John - “You told me to do it without using tables.” 
Teacher - “Clyde, your composition on “My Dog” is exactly the same as your 
brother’s.  Did you copy his?” 
Clyde - “No sir, it’s the same dog.” DW 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A      6  
 

B   2  7  4    
C  5 1      
 

D    9   8 
 

E   2      
 

F     1    
 

G 6 4 9     
 

H    8 1   
 
J    5 7   

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A 4 6 1 9 5 8 7 3 2
 

B 8 9 5 7 2 3 6 1 4
   

C 7 3 2 1 6 4 8 5 9
 

D 9 5 7 4 1 6 2 8 3
 

E 2 1 6 3 8 9 4 7 5
 

F 3 8 4 5 7 2 9 6 1
 

G 1 4 8 6 9 5 3 2 7
 

H 6 7 9 2 3 1 5 4 8
 
J 5 2 3 8 4 7 1 9 6

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A 2 6 8 1 9 7 3 4 5 
 

B 7 4 9 8 3 5 1 6 2 
  
C 1 3 5 4 6 2 9 8 7 
 

D 4 8 1 3 7 6 2 5 9 
 

E 6 5 7 2 1 9 8 3 4 
 

F 3 9 2 5 8 4 6 7 1 
 

G 9 7 3 6 5 1 4 2 8 
 

H 8 1 4 7 2 3 5 9 6 
 
J 5 2 6 9 4 8 7 1 3 



36 
 

Brent Knoll Village Scarecrow Trail
October 19th and October 20th 2013 

Theme - “Film Characters” 

Girlguiding Brent Knoll - Scarecrow Weekend 
Last year the scarecrow weekend was so popular, we were asked to run it again this 
year.  Well, the response this year was overwhelming - 62 entries - some families who 
entered last year and several new families entered after being inspired by last year’s 
event.   
Once the theme was released the entries can pouring in - from then on midnight oil 
was burned by the gallon, kitchen tables became makeshift operating tables and 
bodies and limbs were stuffed with hay and straw! - the secrecy of what families were 
doing was tense.  This was all so worthwhile when the village became a hive of 
activity on Friday night/Saturday morning and characters began to appear all over the 
village. 
62 scarecrow ‘film character’ were made by families in Brent Knoll and the village was 
alive with activity.  The village was full with people taking part in the trail; on foot, 
cycling, in cars - It was a super weekend and enjoyed by all.  It was great to see so 
many families and people of all ages out enjoying themselves. 
There are many people to thank.  Firstly the 4 local businesses who committed to 
sponsoring the event - without their commitment early on we would not have been 
able to get the event off the ground.  So THANK YOU to Angie and Pete Hicks of 
Kingfisher Windows, Pat of Brent Knoll Cattery, Kate and David Bull of David Bull 
Optometrists and Cathy of Tadpoles Pre School.  Once plans were afoot, we called 
upon other villagers to help us out in many ways; thank you to Dave Luff for hay, Gill 
and Chris Poulter and Andrew and Florence Hale for allowing us to display our 
banners on their property, Caroline at the Post Office and the girls at Hair By Design 
for selling trail sheets.  Bob Filmer for including the articles in the BK News.  Also a 
MASSIVE THANK YOU to the families, groups and businesses who made a 
scarecrow - you made the event possible and put on a wonderful show.   
Winners (Selected by the Judges):- 
1st - Wallace and Gromit - Christine Sandy 
2nd - Russell ‘scare’ Crow - gladiator - The Baker Family 
3rd - Indiana Jones - The Talbot Family 
High commended - Mary Poppins, William Wallace - Braveheart and Dracula. 
There were 188 Trail voting sheets returned the Peoples favourite results were: 
1st - Captain James T. Kirk and the crew - Star Trek - Team Rees 
2nd - Wallace and Gromit - Christine Sandy 
3rd - Mr Gru and the minions – Despicable Me - The Steer/Snelgrove family. 
The winner of the Trail Prize was Belle Pring. 
Once again thank you for your support - if you want another Scarecrow Weekend next 
year - let us know!! 
PS - Gromit has been donated by Christine Sandy to the Residents of Holywell. 

Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers, Girlguiding Brent Knoll 
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Bespoke Gates 
and Garage 

Doors Limited 

Unit 5, Mill Batch Farm,
East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4JN

Tel :  01278 760068

e-mail:
sales@bespokegatesanddoors.co.uk

Manufacturers of quality 

bespoke wooden gates

-*
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Horses  
One of the great things about Brent Knoll that has attracted many people to the village 
over the years has been as a centre for leisure riding (although we have had some 
serious competitors around from time to time). 
Unlike cars, they are not mechanical and instantly obey the rider.  There are two 
things in particular to note about horses.  The first is they are flight animals – that is, 
whenever faced with something that they perceive as a threat, their instinct is to take 
off to get away from it.  The second to note is horses’ vision – their eyes are on the 
side of their heads, so they cannot see things directly in front and below them.  It also 
means that they have no stereoscopic vision (3D) and thus cannot tell how far away 
anything is.  In addition, the horse’s eye is more like a “fish eye lens” – you have 
probably seen photographs where things close to the camera appear much bigger 
than they really are and those further away seem smaller. 
What does this mean in practice?  Well as anything moving approaches a horse, the 
horse sees it as going from very small to very big only at the last moment, so it 
doesn’t see a car as a big threat until that car is very close. 
But it also means that objects that we take no notice of may be frightening to a horse.  
For example, a discarded tractor tyre on a verge looks to the horse (when it searches 
its genetic memory for threats) as a coiled snake, waiting to strike.  Many large dogs 
are effectively wolves, as far as the recognition is concerned.  But that is only part of 
the story.  Horses have keen hearing.  Thus the wind causing a discarded plastic bag 
to make a noise in the hedge sounds like the hiss of a snake, as does the hiss from a 
truck’s air brakes. 
There are also smells.  Although extinct around here, wild boars, along with wolves 
and snakes, are one of the animals that horses are very wary of.  Pigs are the 
domesticated version of boars, and horses may react adversely to the smell of pigs.  
This could be a field or two away, but suddenly a change in wind makes them 
suddenly aware. 
And as we saw earlier, a horse’s natural instinct is to flee from danger.  Now riders go 
to great lengths to train their horses to feel safe when being ridden, that the rider will 
protect the horse from unseen dangers, and thus the horse overcomes its natural 
instincts to flee.  But this can never be guaranteed.  Horses do not rationalise about 
the dangers, and their instinct is always to flee. 
That is why considerate road users slow down, stopping if necessary, and go slowly 
and quietly past horses, and wait until well clear before doing anything drastic.  Don’t 
forget, even if you are considerate, you don’t know what is coming the other way, or 
(as you are cocooned in your car) what else is around – low flying helicopters, 
microlights etc. 
Two things though to think about for your own interests – a horse is basically half a 
ton suspended at about the height of most car bonnets.  Hit this at speed and it will 
come straight up the bonnet and crush the car occupants.  Sadly this has happened.  
Secondly, if you don’t take care and have an accident, the rider’s insurance company 
will refuse the claim, and it will cost you your no claims bonus.  This is a case we 
have experience of in Brent Knoll. 
So remember when approaching horses, that the horse is only aware of your car at 
the last moment, and that at any time, other sights, sounds and smells which you are 
not aware of could trigger an unpredictable reaction in the horse. Tony Gore 
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The Origins of Phrases and Sayings 
Honeymoon: is the holiday that newly-weds take directly after their wedding, or sometimes the 
term given to someone settling into a new job, but what is the origin of this word?  I have two 
suggestions for you from my research.  Firstly, I have found that in the15 hundreds, it was 
customary for newly married couples to share a drink of diluted honey to reinforce “sweetness” 
of their early weeks together.  However, much earlier in ancient Egypt, it was the custom for a 
bride’s father to provide his new son-in-law with all the mead he could drink for the period of a 
month.  Mead, being a type of sweet wine made from honey.  The one month was the period 
between one full moon and the next.  This was known as the honeymoon literally “honey 
month”. 
The Bridegroom: the lucky chap who gets the girl as well as all those happy tasks of agreeing 
seating plans, menus, honeymoon destinations, venues etc.  The word bridegroom comes from 
the old English word, for a man marrying his sweetheart, which was Brydguma, which today 
translates as bride man.  However “guma” meaning man, has become confused with the word 
“groom”, which in turn, meant manservant, so that is about right, would you say.  I now 
pronounce you bride and manservant! 
To wear your heart on your sleeve: is a phrase used to describe someone who is prepared to 
show their affection openly.  During the Middle Ages, noblemen and knights battled for honour 
and prestige etc. it was common for a lady “to give her heart” to a knight on such occasions by 
providing a token of her affection, usually a handkerchief or piece of material.  The knight would 
enter into the fight with the token pinned to his sleeve for all to see. Roger Ward 

Berrow Conservation Group go bat hunting around Brent Knoll 
This past September on a calm evening at dusk, we embarked on a stroll around the village of 
Brent Knoll, accompanied by enthusiastic experts from the Somerset Bat Group, armed with 
torches and electronic detectors; we set off to find bats as they came out to feed and to play. 
They didn’t let us down. 
First we were able to watch Serotine bats leaving their roosts in modern houses by way of arrow 
slits (like those found in medieval castles) these were designed when the houses were built to 
encourage bats to roost.  We listened to their chatter with the detectors as they prepared to 
leave on their foray.  A little more spooky was the torch parade, in the dark, to the Church.  In 
the Church porch we checked out Lesser Horseshoe bat ‘poo’ dusty and dry, nothing more than 
inedible insect parts.  We then strode along the tree lined roads and tracks and picked up 
differing calls.  The noises from the bat detectors range from chittering to smacks ticks clicks, 
and chip-chops, helping to identify the different species.  We heard Pipistrelles, which zig zag all 
around, Natterers, and Noctules which are found high up in the tree canopy but who fly straight 
down to catch their food.  Bats seek food by echo location, and practice means you can pick up 
the moment a bat actually catches its prey by a slight change in the sound heard on the 
detector.  Those who know can also identify the social calls of the bats looking for each other. 
We enjoyed our quite strenuous walk around Brent Knoll and would like to say a few things in 
support of these much maligned creatures. 
Bats are not ‘dirty', they are very clean animals and groom themselves frequently.  
There is no truth in the saying ‘blind as a bat’ they can see, but prefer to use their sophisticated 
echo location to find their food, and their way around. 
Bats do like to follow their own ‘well defined’ route map when they go out foraging.  They 
navigate from their roosts using known treelines, hedgerows, walls fences, and waterways. 
All British bats are protected and it is an offence to disturb them.  We were guided by licensed 
bat specialists. 
There are no vampire bats in Great Britain, they won’t get caught in your hair, or fly straight at 
you, or mob you. So there is no need to be frightened at any time, including Halloween! 
Quote from an article in the magazine for the National Trust for Scotland, home of the dreaded 
midge: “British bats don’t suck your blood, but they eat the wee creatures that do”! Ann Griffiths



MBC Property Maintenance
We can take care of all of your property 
maintenance, inside and out, including

Decorating - Fencing - Decking- 
Sheds - Gardening - Flooring -

Made to Measure Metal
Gates & Railings 

No Job Too Small 

Call us on 01278 760170 
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Secure Caravan Storage 
Gary and Sarah Bowden 

G&S Storage 
Tel: 01934 750631 
Mob:07970 950707 

Highland Farm, Lympsham, Somerset, BS24 0JQ 
www.gands-storage.co.uk

just 4 miles from Junction 22 or the M5 
Insurance approved - CASSOA 

CCTV and Lighting 
Hard standing with easy access 

Wash facility 
Towing available 

OPEN ALL YEAR

,(
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Neighbourhood Survey 2013 
Thank you to all of you who took part in our survey back in the Summer.  
As we stated on the survey the main object was to understand what 
support and activities you would like to see your Church provide. 
The results have thrown up some very interesting results with a number 
of activities and ideas for us to consider.  There was a clear desire for 
the church buildings to be more accessible and user friendly.  There was 

a strong interest in being involved and helping, across all ages.  Some of the most popular 
activities were a Café, Concerts and Plays, Festivals, Arts & Crafts.  What we need to 
decide is where to start, but to also ensure that what is introduced will have good support in 
terms of attendees and also helpers. 
To help plan our next stage, we will be holding a number of Focus Groups early next year to 
explore these findings in more depth. 
A good number of you have offered to be involved in this next very important stage.  
However, if you did not volunteer to help in this way but would like to play a part in shaping 
how we move forward with this project, please do let us know. 
Thank you again for your interest and support. 
If you would like more information, or wish to be involved please contact us. 
Rev. Simon Lewis 01278 760496; Jim Hanmer 01934 750076 
Email: neighbourhoodsurvey@gmail.com 
Village Agent Newsletter 
‘Be prepared’ – the well-known motto of the Boy Scouts and Girl Guides, is a good one to 
remember now that we are fast approaching the Winter ahead.  With this in mind, I thought it 
worthwhile to note down a few helpful ideas. 
Staying warm is essential in cold weather.  Extra layers of clothing and keeping active are 
important.  So also is the awareness of preventing falls.  There are helpful booklets available 
which go a lot further than common sense with tips on how to avoid any fall in the home.  If 
anyone would like more information about this, then please contact me. 
You all may already be aware of the service provided by Sedgemoor, which enables anyone 
having difficulty moving their refuse or recycling bins to the kerb?  The bins can be collected 
at a convenient position nearer the house.  
Did you know that anyone living in Somerset, who is unable to visit a library, can receive a 
free home delivery service?  
The Royal Voluntary Service (formerly the WRVS) and Somerset County Council’s Libraries 
Service are working in partnership to deliver books, DVDs and talking books from your local 
library.  This service is available to anyone who cannot easily visit a library.  
I have recently been provided with a small supply of ‘message in a bottle’.  This scheme has 
been around for a while but is a useful piece of equipment whereby the user completes a 
form of all their medications, locates this in the refrigerator and affixes two stickers one on 
the fridge and the other on the inside of the front door so that in the event of intervention by 
any of the emergency services, the person’s medication and/or allergic reactions can be 
accessed. 
If anyone would like further information about any of the above, or indeed any problems 
about which you feel I could be of help, then please let me know. 
I hope this is not too soon to wish you all a happy, healthy and peaceful Christmas. 
Christine, Village Agent. Tel  07943555519.  e-mail  cstephensva@somersetrcc.org.uk 
Wizard of Oz 
The BEES will be performing the Wizard of Oz at The Princess in Burnham.  Little William 
will be playing the role of Toto.  Performances on Saturday 23rd November at 7.30pm and 
Sunday 24th at 3pm.  Tickets available from the Box Office or www.theprincesstheatre.co.uk 
 Jenny Butters 
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Brent Knoll Weather Report – September 2013 
As we move into Autumn, the days rapidly grow shorter, with the rate of 
change being fastest around the Autumn equinox - which, this year, was on 
22nd September.  Hours of daylight are reduced by nearly two hours during 
the month, and this has an impact on temperatures: the second half of 
September is, on average, about 1.5°C cooler than the first half. 
The average September temperature in Brent Knoll is 14.5°C (58°F), and 
this year’s figure was just a fraction higher at 14.6°C – but that doesn’t really 
tell the full story, because in Brent Knoll the second half of September 2013 
was 0.1°C warmer than the first.  On its own the difference is trivial, but at a 
time when we would expect temperatures to be falling it makes last 
September a little unusual.  Even in 2011, when the last few days of September saw 
temperatures rising to 26.7°C (80°F), the second half of the month was (just) cooler than 
the first half. 
September began with a sharp reminder that Autumn had arrived, as the thermometer 
dipped to 6.4°C (44°F) at dawn on the 1st.  High pressure was in charge, though, and 
things soon warmed up in the sunshine: the first five days of the month saw temperatures 
in the high teens and 20s, and the highest temperature of the month was reached during 
the afternoon of 4th when 26.5°C (80°F) was recorded.  That peak came after an 
unpromising start, though: during the morning, Brent Knoll and the rest of the Levels sat 
under a blanket of mist while Clevedon and all points north basked in sunshine. 
The high pressure soon moved away and the 7th and 8th brought another reminder that 
Summer was over, with heavy showers on the 7th and cool, damp nights.  The 
temperature dropped well below 10°C (50°F), chilly for early September, and the evening 
air was perfumed with wood smoke as people lit fires for the first time this Autumn.  
Without the high pressure to protect us, Atlantic low pressure systems took over, and the 
next two weeks comprised sunshine and showers with another chilly spell on the 
14th/15th.  Most of September’s 59.8mm (2.3in) of rain fell during this period – that total is 
right on the average for the month. 
High pressure returned to the UK on the 21st, and brought with it warm, moist air and 
very settled conditions.  Daytime temperatures reached the 20s, very warm for late 
September: but in the humid conditions and with hardly a breath of wind it felt much 
warmer.  The highest wind speed recorded for the last week of September was just 10kts 
(12mph), and there were many long periods of complete calm. 
The cold spells in early September and the warm, humid final week account for the lack 
of any change in average temperature during the month, despite the shortening days – 
but the cold will catch up with us sooner or later. 
 Stephen Baggs; www.knollweather.co.uk 

BRENT KNOLL BEAT SURGERY 
our Neighbourhood Beat Officers 

PC 3874 Esther Lawson and PCSO 9613 Pauline Dixon 
will be holding a Beat Surgery on 

Wednesday, November 6th 

10.30am to 12 noon 
Nuttall Room, Brent Knoll Parish Hall 

Please use this opportunity to meet your Neighbourhood Beat Team and discuss any issues 
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K M GORDON 
JCB PLANT HIRE 

GENERAL GROUNDWORKS 
FENCING/PATIOS/DRIVEWAYS 

Tel: 01278 760 642 
Mob: 07885 251 697 
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More Ramblings of a Rambler 
There’s been a fuss lately about the number of birds that are grounded, 
never no more to fly, by Felix, Tom, puss or plain old moggy.  Those in 
the know can tell how many million birds have been caught by our cats.  I 
find it difficult to understand how they can tell whether a bird has been 
caught by a cat or whether it has been picked up by the cat.  There are a 
lot of reasons a bird may find itself in moggy’s mouth, cold, hunger, been 
kicked out the nest by its hungry siblings or got its first flying lesson all 
wrong.  Poor old puss is being blamed for the decline in our bird population but I do not see 
a decline in rooks, crows, buzzards, jackdaws, magpies and there is even an increase in the 
number of jays.  Many a time I have seen these birds pestering smaller birds trying to get at 
their eggs or fledglings.  There are badgers, foxes, weasels, rats, mink and squirrels that will 
make a meal of an egg or a bird, so although puss is not totally innocent, let’s not blame him 
or her entirely for the decline in the bird population. 
What’s brown and sticky?  A stick of course, it’s also something that is too thick to put on the 
compost heap and too small to store for fire wood.  Instead of making a heap for bonfire 
night why not start a refuge for smaller mammals and insects and make a cosy little home 
for those who want to sleep the Winter away. The Rambler 

DIY LIVERY 
IN BRENT KNOLL 

 

 

 
Stable available and 

shared use of tack room, 
hay barn, turn out and all 

weather arena  

Call 0788 159 3934 
or 01278 760 099 

 
 

Reg. Charity No. 205284 

Come and Join Us 
for a 

QUIZ NIGHT 
at  

BERROW VILLAGE HALL 
Parsonage Road, Berrow TA8 2NL 
Saturday 23rd November 

7pm for 7.30pm start 
£50 First Prize! 

(kindly sponsored by Bridge Veterinary Practice) 
Bar and food available 

£2 per person entry - £1 for under 16s 
- maximum: 6 per team - 

Phone or text 07880 850825 to book your table 
Popular event so booking advisable 

Proceeds to the RSPCA Brent Knoll Animal 
Centre 

Charity Bags 
A recent television programme has suggested that a proportion of Charity Bags delivered to our 
doors are from 'Fake' Charities and the proceeds do not go to the stated charity but into private 
pockets.  Unbelievably 525 million Charity Bags are delivered to our doors.  Only 3% of them 
are used thus leaving 2,500 tonnes of plastic unused.  This is causing a large problem for waste 
disposal.  We are advised therefore to give unwanted or used items to Charity Shops instead.  
This action will ensure that money raised will go to where it is needed most. The Parish Council 
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0786674499501278 641516 
www.markkitchensandmore.co.uk

Sandale House, Mark.

The Red Cow 
 Large Beer Garden FRIDAY NIGHT is 
 Function Room CURRY Night - £6.00p 
 Traditional Food Homemade Chicken Curry 
  Popadom & Chutney 
  Tel: 01278 760 234 

Our Menu is available as a Take Away Our Menu is available as a Take Away 

Email: allergytesting@churchviews.co.uk 
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Diary for November 2013 Page 
  2nd Royal British Legion Quiz Night Red Cow   7.30pm 7 
  4th Mobile Library [NOTE Monday!!] See Village Notice Boards for Details  
  4th Parish Council – Public Session Jubilee Room   7.30pm 7 

Parish Council – Meeting Jubilee Room to follow immediately 
  5th Toddlers [and every Tuesday] Methodist Schoolroom 10.30-12 noon 4 
  5th Knoll Group of Ringers (Every Tuesday) St Michael’s Church   7.30pm-9pm 
  5th Royal British Legion (Men’s Section) AGM Red Cow   7.30pm 8 
  6th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste Your House   Early!!  
  6th Community Beat Surgery Nuttall Room 10.30-12 noon 44 
  7th Classical Music Circle (Every Monday) Ball Copse Hall 7.00pm  
  9th Bazaar, Farmers’ Market & Parish Café  Parish Hall 10.00am-noon12,31 
  9th The D-Day Darlings St Michael’s Church   7.30pm 24 
10th Remembrance Sunday St Michael’s Church 10.45am 3&4 
11th Tennis Club Winter Whist Drive Ivy Clad Hall   7.00pm 4 
11th Parish Hall Committee Meeting Jubilee Room   8.00pm 31 
12th Lympsham Gardening Club Quiz Manor Hall, Lympsham   7.45pm 32 
13th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
13th Mobile Library [NOTE Wednesday!!] See Village Notice Boards for Details  
13th Women’s Institute “Luhimba Village project” Parish Hall   2.30pm 23 
15th DEADLINE FOR DECEMBER BRENT KNOLL NEWS 12.00 noon 50 
17th Joint Fellowship Methodist Church  4 
18th WI Craft Group  Methodist Schoolroom   2.30pm 16 
18th Parish Council – Provisional Planning meeting Jubilee Room   7.30pm 7 
19th RBL Women’s Section AGM Jubilee Room   2.30pm 4 
20th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste Your House   Early!!  
20th Good Companions - “Christmas Fayre” Jubilee Room   2.30pm 16 
21st Girls Just Wanna Have Fun Christmas Crafts Woodlands   7.30pm 27 
22nd Women’s Society Parish Hall   7.30pm 23 
22nd “Christmas at the Manor”  A BAD production Parish Hall   7.30pm 15,28&31 
23rd RSPCA Quiz Night Berrow Village Hall   7.00pm 47 
23rd “Christmas at the Manor”  A BAD production Parish Hall   7.30pm 15,28&31 
24th BEES present “The Wizard of Oz” The Princess   3.00pm 43 
25th Meet & Eat Nuttall Room 12.30pm 23 
25th Bible Study Group Methodist Schoolroom   2.30pm 4 
25th Brent Knoll Local History Society  Jubilee Room   7.30pm 31 
26th Berrow Conservation Group Berrow Village Hall   7.30pm 20 
27th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
29th Women’s Institute “Social Lunch” Batch Country Hotel T.B.A. 23 

Anything missing?  Make sure your events are listed in the Monthly Event Diary 
Why not contribute to YOUR Village Magazine!! 
Do you have a pastime or hobby that you think others would find interesting?  Then why not 
share it with the village?  We publish most items and others may find your article interesting. 
DEADLINE FOR THE DECEMBER 2013 ISSUE –  
All contributions to be received by NOON on Friday, 15th November, to:- 
Bob, e-mail: bob@flockman.com or Wascelyn, 48, Brent Street, Brent Knoll, TA9 4DT 
The Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions.  Views expressed are those of individual 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view of the editor or represent the standpoint 
of the Brent Knoll News.  The Editor reserves the right to edit or amend any contribution. 

BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.info 






